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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO JAPANESE AMERICAN
CITIZENS LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIP
AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 1, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize this year's Sacramento Japanese
American Citizens League’s (JACL) high
school scholarship recipients. As the members
of the Sacramento JACL, the student’s and
their families gather to celebrate, | ask all of
my colleagues to join me in recognizing these
deserving young men and women.

Each year, the JACL provides scholarships
to a select group of high school students who
have demonstrated outstanding academic ex-
cellence and achievement, as well as commu-
nity service and a desire to pursue higher edu-
cation. This year, five outstanding students will
receive scholarships provided by dedicated
members of JACL, VFW Post 8985, and the
community. This year, Kiyomi A. Sun is receiv-
ing the Harry and Kinu Masaki Memorial
Scholarship and the Nisei VFW Post 8985
Scholarship. Allie T. Umemoto is receiving the
Kiyoto and Rika Kawakami Memorial Scholar-
ship, and the Noboru and Akiko May Shirai
Memorial Scholarship. Kyle W. W. Kawakami
is receiving the Fumio Jesse and Kiyoko
Miyao Memorial Scholarship and The Nikkei
Singles Club Scholarship. Cody M. Kurahara
the Harry and Kinu Masaki Memorial Scholar-
ship and the Nisei VFW Post 8985 Scholar-
ship. And last but not least, Nozomi M.
Schmoock is receiving the Sacramento JACL
Chapter Scholarship.

The Sacramento Japanese American Citi-
zens League is dedicated to protecting com-
munities affected by bigotry and injustice as
well as advancing the civil rights of all Ameri-
cans. It also helps to guide the Japanese
American community to further social and eco-
nomic equality. | trust that the students being
recognized will carry this tradition forward to
protect and help fight for the civil rights of all
of our citizens and remain engaged in their
communities.

Mr. Speaker, as these students are being
honored by the Japanese American Citizens
League members, | ask my colleagues to join
me in wishing them success in their future en-
deavors.

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT ERIC

SOSSOMAN’S SERVICE TO OUR
COMMUNITY WITH THE
CABARRUS COUNTY SHERIFE’S
DEPARTMENT

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 1, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Sergeant Eric Sossoman for his 28

years of service with the Cabarrus County
Sheriff's Department in North Carolina’s Eighth
Congressional District.

Growing up in Cabarrus County, Sergeant
Sossoman always had a profound sense of
duty to his hometown. In 1989, he began his
career at the Sheriff's Department, starting in
communications the very day Hurricane Hugo
ripped through our state. Since then, Sergeant
Sossoman has held many positions with the
Sheriff's Department, including the Civil Divi-
sion where he became the Department’s first
Social Services officer, the Crime Prevention
Division, Recruitment and Retention Division
and as a member of the SWAT team.

Throughout his career, Sergeant Sossoman
has exhibited unwavering commitment to our
community and we are fortunate to have had
him as a leader for all these years. Some of
the many notable accomplishments during his
career include bringing back the Crime Stop-
pers program, which was so successful that
he was named the President of the North
Carolina Association of Crime Stoppers, and
coordinating the county’s annual Law Day,
which honors fallen officers from Cabarrus
County, the state and nationwide.

It is my hope that Sergeant Sossoman will
enjoy his retirement and remain a role model
for all those he helped over the years.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring the career of Sergeant Eric Sossoman
for his service to our community. We all wish
him well as he begins the next chapter of his
life in retirement.

—————

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SERVICE BY REV-
EREND DR. AMOS C. BROWN

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 1, 2017

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise with pride
today to join my beloved city in recognizing
the 40th Anniversary of Reverend Dr. Amos C.
Brown as the pastor of the Third Baptist
Church of San Francisco and honoring his life-
time of moral leadership, political activism and
spiritual guidance.

Born and raised in Jackson, Mississippi,
Reverend Brown’s history of activism and his
deep involvement in the civil rights movement
began at an early age. He was only a teen-
ager when he assumed leadership of his local
NAACP chapter and was driven cross-country
to San Francisco by activist Medgar Evers to
meet the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr.
Later, Brown attended Morehouse College
where he was hand-selected by King as one
of his eight students, inspiring him to seek a
lifetime of service on behalf of civil rights and
social justice. He was arrested together with
Dr. King during a lunch counter sit-in Atlanta
department store, and became one of the
fearless Freedom Riders in 1961.

Brown received both a Mastery of Divinity
from Crozer Theological Seminary and a Doc-

tor of Ministry from United Theological Semi-
nary. Our city was fortunate to welcome the
Pastor and his beloved wife Jane Smith Brown
in 1976, when they made San Francisco their
home and the Third Baptist Church their place
of worship and leadership.

Brown’s vision of the church as a holy place
of prayer, and also a place of civic engage-
ment and social action, transformed the Third
Baptist Church into a congregation at the fore-
front of the fight for civil rights. His unwavering
belief in future generations drove the church to
establish a summer school program, an after-
school academic enrichment program, “Back
on Track”, and the Charles A. Tindley Acad-
emy of Music.

Brown’s influence also extended beyond his
local community when the church sponsored
80 children from Tanzania to receive heart
surgery in the United States, and his con-
gregation sponsored more African refugees
than any other local congregation in the na-
tion. This global reach and visionary leader-
ship was recognized when Brown was ap-
pointed as a delegate to the 2001 United Na-
tions Conference on Race and Intolerance in
Durban, South Africa, representing the Na-
tional Board of the NAACP.

Closer to home, Brown was awarded the
Martin Luther King Jr. Ministerial Award for
outstanding leadership and contributions to the
Black Church in America and he was inducted
into the International Hall of Fame of the King
International Chapel at Morehouse College.
He has served as the president of the NAACP
Branch in San Francisco, as a San Francisco
Community College Trustee and as a San
Francisco County Supervisor.

A passionate fighter and voice for the most
vulnerable in our community, Reverend Amos
Brown has served as a source of change,
strength and faith for 40 years. | congratulate
him, along with his wife Jane and his children
Amos C. Brown Jr., David Josephus and
Kizzie Marie, on this milestone celebration and
extend my best wishes as he continues to
lead and inspire our community.

HONORING THE CRANE FAMILY
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 1, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Richard, Cindy and Jen-
nifer Crane for receiving the annual Leader-
ship in Agriculture Award from the Santa Rosa
Metro Chamber.

Richard Hope Crane arrived in California in
1849 as part of the great California Gold
Rush. A few years later, the family settled in
Santa Rosa. They built Crane Melon Barn on
Petaluma Hill Road in 1868. The Barn is made
entirely of redwood and has survived several
major earthquakes with no damage. Richard’s
son, Oliver, developed and began selling
Crane Melons out of the Barn in the 1920’s.
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